
Homily for third Sunday of Easter 

Of the four gospels only John, the author of the fourth gospel, mentions charcoal fires. Is there an explanation?  

The short answer is yes. And it’s all because of the first of the Apostles, Peter.. 

What did Peter do three times in front of the charcoal fire? 

Recall the charcoal fire in the courtyard of the high priest Annas on the night of Our Lord’s arrest. That was the scene of 

Peter’s three fold denial: 

“Then the man who was the gatekeeper said to Peter, “Are you not one of this man’s disciples? He said, “I am not”.  

Now the slaves and the guards were standing around a charcoal fire that they had made, because it was cold, and were 

warming themselves. Peter was also standing there keeping warm.”Peter failed miserably (Jn. 18: 17-18). 

In the scene of today’s gospel reading (Jn. 21: 1-19) one may wonder if the sight of a second charcoal fire may have 

reminded Peter of his failure to acknowledge Christ on the eve of his death. 

“When they climbed out on shore, they saw a charcoal fire with fish on it and bread. Jesus said to them, “Bring some of 

the fish you just caught (Jn. 21:13)” 

What does Peter do three times by the lakeside? He atones for his past sins by affirming his love of Jesus three times. 

It is a scene of rehabilitation and reconciliation. 

The Evangelist Saint John uses the charcoal fire to draw our attention to these two key events. If the gospel had ended 

the previous chapter, the twentieth, than the reader would have assumed, quite rightly, that Peter had lost his 

opportunity for redemption. He would only be remembered for his failure to stand by his Master. 

Several years ago the American playwright, William Gibson, who penned the classic “The Miracle Worker”, which was 

based on the life of the deaf, blind and dumb Helen Keller, was interviewed by the talk show host Dick Cavett. In 

discussing his critically acclaimed play, Gibson acknowledged the overwhelmingly positive responses from theater critics 

but, sadly, the only reviews he remembered years later were the very few negative ones. The bad reviews caused him 

great pain and regrettably trumped the large number of glowing reviews that should have brought him joy and 

satisfaction. 

How often are we remembered by others for our few grave sins and not, on the other hand, the countless good deeds of 

a life time. One bad deed can tarnish a well earned reputation for life. 

At a recent funeral I celebrated at my church, a middle aged man came forward for Holy Communion. When I extended 

the host to him he suddenly broke down and wept. He cried, “I am beyond redemption. I can never be forgiven.” After 

recovering from the initial shock, I gently placed my hands on his shoulder and told him, “No one is beyond redemption. 

God is merciful” 

Sometimes the burden of guilt can be deflating and, for many, not easy for one to bear with fortitude. In his third 

appearance after his Resurrection, Jesus mercifully freed Peter from the bondage of guilt. 

In his reflections on today’s gospel, bishop Robert Barron points out that Christianity is not a set of ideas or convictions 

or principles. It is a relationship with a person. 

To be reconciled with Jesus is one of life’s great blessings.  Just ask Peter!   


